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Fire Chief Ken G. Block

Edmonton Fire Rescue Services

Career highlights include:

- Appointed City of Edmonton's Fire Chief February 1, 2009

- 30+ years firefighter

Executive Board Member, President :

- Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association*

* section of International Association of Fire Chiefs

* section of National Fire Protection Association 

Board Member : 

- Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs, Canadian Metro Chiefs Representative

- Presidential Advisor , Alberta Fire Chiefs Association Board of Directors

- President , Edmonton Firefighter's Union 2001 - 2007 (three terms)

International Association of Fire and Rescue Services (CTIF)
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ÅIntroduction to Edmonton, Alberta

ɧ Overview of the City and Edmonton Fire Rescue Services

ÅAlbertaõs journey to presumptive 

coverage for firefighters

ÅAfter the legislation: Opportunities

ɧ Prevention, Continuous Improvement, Effects

ÅAfter the legislation: Cost Impacts

ɧ Ten years of historical costs associated with presumptive 

cancer legislation claims

International Association of Fire and Rescue Services (CTIF)



Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Economy:  

üGDP of $89.1 billion (2014)

üGDP growth of 3.9% (2014, Canadian growth of 2.5%)

üEdmontonõs economy revolves around the oil, gas and 

energy industry sectors

Edmonton Quick Facts:  

üArea of Coverage: 701 km2 (271 square miles)

üCity Population: 877,926 (2014, Municipal Census)

üMetro Population: 1,328,300 (2014, Statistics Canada)

Did you know?

üEdmontonõs river valley parkland is one of the longest 

stretches in a North American urban area at 7,400 hectares

üEdmonton has a northern mid-latitude climate with very 

long summer days (up to 17 hours) and about 2,300 hours 

of sunlight per year

Information Source: Edmonton Economic Development Corporation



2014 Fire Rescue Services delivered to our community:

Total Dispatched Events: 42,179

Medical Response Events: 27,276

Rescue Response Events: 9,999

Fire Suppression Response Events: 3,224

Hazardous Materials Response Events: 1,680

With:  

1,200 Full Time Equivalent positions

27 Active Fire Stations 

27 Pumper, 9 Ladder, 6 Rescue, 5 Tanker trucks in service

Fire Prevention and Fire Investigation Units

Training Academy and Practical Training Facility                                               

Emergency Response Communications Dispatch Centre

Emergency Operations Centre



Edmonton: 

Collaborative Labour

Management Relations

Â A shared vision and goals that are mutually beneficial

Â Utilize political action for common objectives

Â I.A.F.F. is a resource and an asset !

Â Unified and consistent messaging

Â Communication is key


